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A new Clerk and Director!

On joining the organisation, Jamie commented:
I am delighted to have taken up the post and look
forward to working with the RTC and TF teams to
deliver our statutory duties and targeted research
work programme. I eagerly anticipate meeting
various representatives of the Tweed community.
Unfortunately, the current Covid restrictions will
likely dictate that in the first instance that any such
meeting be electronic. Please feel free to contact
me on
jstewart@rtc.org.uk or jstewart@tweedfoundation.org.uk

More PIT tagged Salmon return to the Gala
Water
Jamie Stewart takes up the reins as Clerk to the River
Tweed Commission and Director of the Tweed
Foundation

We are pleased to confirm the appointment of Mr
Jamie Stewart as the new Clerk to the River Tweed
Commission and Director of The Tweed
Foundation. Jamie has over 40 years of practical
and management experience in the field of
conservation, land and species management.
Prior to joining the RTC/TF Jamie was Director
Scotland for the Countryside Alliance where he
undertook comprehensive management of daily
operational activities within a demanding
environment including a high volume of liaison
with elected members within Westminster,
Holyrood, regional government and nongovernmental agencies.
He has also enjoyed spells with the RSPB, Scottish
Natural Heritage and as a Director for the British
Association for Shooting and Conservation.

More questions?

To the add to the first detection in August, another
four fish that were PIT tagged as smolts in the Gala
Water in 2019 have returned in 2020 as one year
old Grilse, with detections being made on the 5th,
13th, 14th and 15th October, coinciding with the
main run of fish through the counter. Some of the
1,000 smolts tagged in 2019 will return next year,
so we will have to wait and see what the final return
rate to the Gala Water will be.

Pit tagging fish on the 30th April 2019 when one of
the detected fish was tagged

Feedback on this Newsletter, and suggestions for future topics are very welcome
Email: enquiries@rtc.org.uk
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2020 Brown Trout & Grayling Fishing Season

Floy tagging update
Up to the beginning of October, 369 Salmon and 9
Sea-trout had been tagged by beats from Tweedhill
to Drygrange. To date 16 Salmon and 1 Sea-trout
have been recaptured, interestingly six of these
Salmon were initially tagged at Carham by head
Boatman Lee Craig.

Brown trout catch returns are beginning to come in
for the 2020 season with the early results indicating
that catches have been well above average. There is
no doubt that the delayed start to the season, as a
result of the COVID-19 restrictions, resulted in some
bumper catches when the season finally opened in
late May. However, good catches appeared to
continue throughout June and into July with reports
of lots of Brown trout between 12” and 16” being
caught on the main stem of the Tweed.
Whilst catches of larger Brown trout always decline
in the second half of the season (before picking up
again the following April), the Grayling fishing in
August and September also appears to have been
well above average with some very good catches
reported. Most of the Grayling caught appear to
have been in the 8” to 12” size category, indicating
good survival of the one year old year class (the
2019 fry) indicating good survival during their first
year.

Recent recaptures include Salmon tag no. 348 at
Sunderland Hall on the 19th October. This fish was
initially tagged at Carham on the 21st September.
Another Carham Salmon, no.326, was tagged on the
17th July and recaptured at Hendersyde on the 17th
October. A full report of the Floy tagging project will
be made available once all the data is collected at
the end of the season.

Three floy tagged fish have been observed passing
through the Gala counter, including the fish above,
which was counted on the 9th September.
Unfortunately we cannot make out the tag number.

Fish counter totals
Large numbers of fish have been counted
through the three Tweed fish counters in MidOctober – so many that we cannot provide an
estimate for October at the moment until some
basic validation has been carried out.
Provisional totals to the end of September have
been posted on the River Tweed news site :The main spawning migration is now underway,
with large number of fish now passing up into the
tributaries, including the Ettrick Water (picture
above at the Murray cauld where the Ettrick
counter is located).

https://www.rivertweed.org.uk/news/?cat=9
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