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the River
The end of the season in nigh
Every season has a distinguishing feature that
often take us by surprise with the numbers and
sizes of Salmon entering the river at different
times of year continuing to change,
the
appearance of Pink Salmon in 2018 and the
increased occurence of Red Vent and red skin
disease. This year COVID cast its shadow on the
river, with fishing curtailed from the end of
March through to the end of May and fishing
effort was reduced through the Summer months.
While extremely challenging for the Tweed
fishery, on a historical note, this was the first time
the Tweed was left unexploited by any method
since the last Ice Age (discussed in the April issue
of The River).
When fishing resumed in June most of us
expected a short period of higher catches after
the river being rested, but these elevated catches
continued through June and into July, even with
poor fishing conditions and lower angling effort.
While suprising to many, the trend for increasing
catches and larger sizes of fish in this period is
particularly evident in the monthly rod catches
from the early 1990’s. This continues to show
that conditions at sea, which are still not fully
understood, are driving the changes in numbers,
sizes and run-timing of our returning Salmon.
With the decline of the Autumn run and
increasing prominence of late Spring / early
summer fish, does this mean there are more or
less eggs being deposited in the river? The only
way we can investigate this question is using data
from the Ettrick and Gala fish counters, with
Tweed Foundation biologists busy processing the
data from this year. Results will be posted on The
River Tweed news site in early 2021.
More questions?

Unusual Floy Tag Recapture

This 54cm Male Grilse was tagged at Dryburgh
Upper on the 22nd July by Boatman Brian Douglas
As described in previous issues, the floy tagging study
is designed to look at the recapture rate of rod
caught Tweed Salmon. However, it threw up an
unexpected result on the 10th November. Whilst
capturing trout moving into the headwaters of the
Leithen Water to spawn (part of a study to
understand the relationship between Tweed Brown
trout and Sea-trout), several Salmon were also
caught. One of the captured salmon, a male Grilse of
54cm (21”), had a Floy tag. The tag number showed
it had been tagged at Dryburgh Upper on the 22 nd
July by Boatman Brian Douglas. The recapture
provides the first direct link between a tagged rod
caugh fish and its spawning location. After being
recorded, the Grilse was quickly released to continue
its journey upstream.

Recaptured on the 10th November

Feedback on this Newsletter, and suggestions for future topics are very welcome
Email: enquiries@rtc.org.uk
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COVID update

Redd surveying

Our most recent update on COVID restrictions
which limit travel between England and
Scotland, dated November 6 th, can be found at :-

With Salmon spawning taking place throughout the
catchment in November, Tweed Foundation staff
took advantage of low water conditions in the
second week of November to survey sections of the
Upper Tweed and Whiteadder. Counting Redds
(where gravel is turned over by Hen fish to lay their
eggs) is not a precise method of assessing the
abundance of adult fish, but it does give us a chance
to understand where and when spawning is taking
place, helping us to interpret results from our
juvenile monitoring.

https://www.rivertweed.org.uk/news/?p=6823
In Scotland, travel restrictions will be put into law
on the 20th November, 6 pm, for three weeks, to
prevent people who live in a Level 3 or Level 4 local
authority area from travelling outside their local
authority except for an essential purpose - such as
work or caring responsibilities. The regulations also
non-essential travel into a Level 3 or 4 local
authority area, except for the same reasons.
Further information can be found here:
https://www.gov.scot/news/updates-to-covid-19protection-levels
Fish counter totals
There have been 3469 fish recordings through
the Ettrick this year, with the usual rush of fish
through the counter in early October. Good
numbers have been passing through the Gala
counter, with at least 3352 fish counted so far.
The upgraded camera system is picking up some
good video clips of large Salmon, with a number
of fish approaching the 40 lbs mark, including
the fish below.

The traditional method of counting Redds involves
walking along a stretch of river, noting their location.
However, this is limited to quite narrow
watercourses with clear, low water. Using a recently
acquired drone to look directly down into the water,
we were able to survey sections of river up to 20 m
wide and in some areas of the Upper Tweed, we
were able to record the numbers of spawning fish as
well. Walking alongside the drone, we were able to
cover around 5 km of watercourse in a single day.
Some drone footage of spawning fish can be found
on The Tweed Foundation Facebook page

A hen fish cutting a Redd on the Upper Tweed

Provisional totals to the end of October have
been posted on the River Tweed news site :https://www.rivertweed.org.uk/news/?cat=9
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