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the River
River Tweed Open for business but please
be mindful of Government Guidance
The continuing progress to reduce the spread of the
coronavirus in Scotland, coupled with the roll-out of
the vaccine programme and other measures, means
that there has been further easing of the restrictions
with a move to Level 3 across Scotland from the 26th
April.
Angling is now permissible for groups of up to six
people from six separate households. Children under
the age of 12 from these households do not count
towards this number. In addition, changes to travel
restrictions mean that you are now able to travel
anywhere throughout Scotland for any purpose,
including angling, but we must stay within the more
general requirements with regard to restricting the
spread of COVID-19.
Fishing huts
Fishing huts and similar facilities may be reopened
from Monday 26th April. However, access to the hut
should be pre-booked and restricted to one
household or group at any time. In addition, the
facility should be properly stocked and cleaned
between bookings, and all other, more general
restrictions and advice, for example with regard to
hygiene and social distancing, must be observed by
those using the facility.

Travelling from other parts of the UK to fish in
Scotland
From Monday the 26th April travel between
Scotland and other parts of the UK is allowed.
People should, however, check the rules on entry
to Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the
Isle of Man before travel.
Holiday accommodation also reopened on the 26th
April, including hotels, B&Bs and self-catering,
subject to following in-house socialising rules.
Further guidance
It is hoped that further relaxations of the COVID-19
restrictions in Scotland will be possible from the
17th May.
Detailed guidance on safe conduct while angling
(including boat use) is available at :Angling Scotland https://www.anglingscotland.org.uk/
Fisheries Management Scotland.
http://fms.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/

Everyone should continue to follow the five
principles behind the Scottish Government’s
FACTS campaign:
F – Wear a Face covering
A – Avoid crowded places
C – Clean hands and surfaces regularly
T – Stay Two metres from other people
S – Self-isolate and book a test if you have
COVID-19 symptoms

More questions?

Feedback on this Newsletter, and suggestions for future topics are very welcome
Email: enquiries@rtc.org.uk
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Salmon smolt tracking project up and running

First floy tag recapture

Continuing our work on Salmon smolt survival as
they migrate out to sea, which was carried out in
2019 and 2020, 220 fish are to be tagged for this
year’s project. Around 100 of these fish have
already been tagged in the Gala Water, with the
remainder to be tagged in the last few days of
April and early May. Some of these fish have
already migrated down into the main river; their
progress is being followed using a network of
detection receivers from Galafoot down to
Berwick.

Smolt number #22521 was the first tagged fish to enter the
Tweed on the 13th March

LAST CHANCE TO SPONSOR A SALMON
SMOLT!
It is still possible to sponsor a smolt that has not left
the Gala Water.

Salmon continue to be floy tagged to measure
the numbers of fish that are recaught. Floy tags
that are attached to fish in the Middle Tweed
will also hold a PIT tag that will be detected if a
tagged fish migrates up the Gala Water where
there is detection equipment located in the fish
pass at the Skinworks Cauld. The PIT tag is
attached using black shrink wrap shown in the
picture above.
The first reported recapture this year was at
Bemersyde, with a Salmon tagged on the 1 st
April and recaught 20 days later in the same
pool.
CAUGHT A TAGGED FISH?

Tracking is expensive and time-consuming and so
we would be very grateful for the support of as
many anglers or members of the general public as
possible.
Any sponsorship amount of £25 or over is very
welcome, and if you would like to follow your
‘own’ dedicated smolt’s migration, you can do so
for £275.
More information about the study, including
sponshorship opportunities and ways to donate
can be found at: https://arcg.is/1aOPyH.
A direct link to Paypal for donations can be found
here
There will be a prize at the end of the migration
season for the donor with the fastest smolt to make
it to the estuary!

Please note down the Tag Number, Beat name, Date
and, if possible, take a Photograph of the fish and
report to:

River Tweed Commission:
T: 01896 848294
E: enquiries@rtc.org.uk
We can provide details on where and when the fish was originally
tagged – and a photo will help us determine how quickly the fish
loses condition.
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