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More questions?     Feedback on this Newsletter, and suggestions for future topics are very welcome 
Email: enquiries@rtc.org.uk 

   

 

 

 

 

 

News from Tweed Fisheries Management: The River Tweed Commission & The Tweed Foundation 
Thousands of juvenile Salmon, Trout, Eels, Lamprey, 
Minnow, Stoneloach and Stickleback have been 
rescued and relocated to undisturbed parts of the 
Teviot. With in-river works resuming at the 
beginning of May, tiny Salmon fry that hatched in 
April continue to be rescued and relocated. 
 

 
A rescued Salmon fry, about 30 mm length 

 

Works should be completed in 2023, protecting the 
people of Hawick from the worst of future flood 
events. 

the River 

 
With Hawick classified by SEPA as a town under 
severe risk from flooding, potentially having 
economic, environmental and social impact on the 
town, extensive work is currently being carried out to 
create flood defences that reduce the risks facing the 
town. 

 
Since the start of the project in 2020, The Tweed 
Foundation has been working with the contractors to 
minimise any potential damage to local fish stocks. 
Typically this means electro-fishing out any fish they 
could be potentially harmed when works are carried 
out in the main river.  Even in the most inhospitable 
places, like this footbridge footing, fish were present 
and needed to be rescued.  

 
 

 

Smolt tracking project update 
Although quite a few smolts are still being counted 
out of the Gala Water at the trap, the smolt run 
will start to peter out in the last week of May.   Just 
under 220 smolts have been tagged this year; low 
water throughout the Spring run has provided 
ideal conditions for undertaking tracking work.  At 
the end of April and May, Biologists are out on the 
river manually tracking fish down the river from 
Galafoot to Berwick. 

Rescuing fish for Hawick Flood Protection Scheme 
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Diseased fish 

 

As with any animal population, outbreaks of 
natural diseases can occur.  Quite often in April / 
May we receive reports of fish covered with the 
water mould known as Saprolegnia. It is 
important to note that this is a secondary 
infection that feeds on dead cells of fish, perhaps 
caused by damage to the fish or when they are 
under stress.  Most often we see fish with 
Saprolegnia in Winter at the end of spawning 
time, but also in Spring.  We don’t know why fish 
are susceptible in Spring, but it appears to be 
more common in lowland tributaries such as the 
Whiteadder and Till, with some sightings in the 
Tweed this year. Some fish perish while others 
manage to heal and survive to spawn. More 
information can be found at :- 

https://ifm.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/Saprolegnia-in-salmonids.pdf 

 

Small Springer or early Grilse? 

 
Towards the end of May we start to see the first 
appearance of a few Grilse.  However, the small 
salmon pictured above was caught at the 
beginning of May. Historically, scale readings 
show that we do get ‘mini-springers’ around 50 
cm, so it is possible that the pictured fish is a 
Spring Salmon. We will be happy to read any 
scales sent in to confirm the age of a fish. 

A record Salmon smolt leaves the Gala 
Water! 

 

Salmon smolts that leave the Gala Water are 
typically 100-130 mm in length, having spent one 
or two years in the river. The smolt in the picture 
above measured a wopping 205 mm, the largest 
smolt we have ever caught at the trap. Monitoring 
studies from other rivers tell us that the larger the 
smolt, the better chance of survival, so this fish 
appears to have be best possible chance to return 
to the Tweed in one or two years time. 

Sea Lamprey reports 

 
One of the most mysterious native fish of the 
Tweed, adult Sea Lamprey creep into the Tweed 
in Spring to spawn, but are rarely seen, except 
when they have finished spawning and are found 
moribund or dead at the side of the river. The 
Tweed is a designated Special Area of 
Conservation for Lamprey, yet we know very little 
about where they spawn in the main river.  
 
We would appreciate any sightings or records of 
spawning locations, which can be reported to 
enquiries@rtc.org.uk 
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