
 

 

Issue 38, March 2022 

More questions?     Feedback on this Newsletter, and suggestions for future topics are very welcome 
Email: enquiries@rtc.org.uk 

News from The River Tweed Commission 
At the River Tweed Commission (RTC) AGM at the 
beginning of March, having completed a three year 
tenure, the Chief Commissioner, Hugh Younger stood 
down and was replaced by Peter Straker-Smith, 
proprietor of Carham fishing beat and long standing 
member of the Tweed Commission and committee.  
Peter Huddleston was elected deputy chief.  

Jamie Stewart, director of the RTC commented :- 

“I believe we owe Hugh a huge debt of gratitude for 
helping to steer the RTC through a challenging period 
with reduced catches and an array of different opinions 
on the river regarding its current and future 
management.  In particular, Hugh took on the day-to-day 
management of the RTC and Tweed Foundation in the 
period without a director, devoting a huge amount of his 
own personal time to help run both organisations.” 

A new RTC committee has also been formed. Members 
can be viewed on the rivertweed.org.uk website. 

 

RTC Annual Report released 
The RTC annual report has been published (download 
available from rivertweed.org.uk).  The overall Salmon 
rod catch for 2021 was 5,862, which was a marked 
reduction on the catch of 9,614 fish in 2020.  Of 
particular note, catch and release exceeded 90% for the 
first time. The figure of 93.5% in 2021 reflects an upward 
trend that is evident from 2010 when 57% of fish were 
returned.  

 

   

 

 

 

News from Tweed Fisheries Management: The River Tweed Commission & The Tweed Foundation 

the River 

 

CAUGHT A TAGGED FISH? 
Please note down the Tag Number, Beat name, Date 

and, if possible, take a Photograph of the fish and 
report to: 

River Tweed Commission: 
T:  01896 848294 

E: enquiries@rtc.org.uk 

We can provide details on where and when the fish was 
originally tagged – and a photo will help us determine how 

quickly the fish loses condition. 

 

A new website for The River Tweed 
(rivertweed.org.uk) 

 

 
 

After a long period of incubation, we now have a live 
website that brings together the work of the RTC and 
Tweed Foundation and information on fishing beats.  In 
combination with our social media presence and The 
River  newsletter, this represents an important step 
forward for improving our communication with fishing 
interests and the general public.  We would like to thank 
our small group of reviewers who provided feedback for 
the design of the site. 
On the website you can subscribe to automatically 
receive The River newsletter 
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Salmon smolt tracking results from 2021 
220 Salmon Smolt were tagged in the Gala Water, 
either as pre-smolts in early March or as Smolts at 
the Smolt trap in April 2021. In contrast to the low 
water conditions in 2019 and 2020, a spate in early 
May took most Smolts out to sea in several days, with 
an 80% survival recorded, compared to 40% in the 
two previous years.  The report can be found at this 
link https://arcg.is/10PXnj 

 

A bucket of tagged fish about 
to be returned to the river 

Brown Trout logbook scheme 
With the unusually warm weather in mid-March, 
hatches of fly started early this year, with good fishing 
to be found on the lower river and Whiteadder in 
particular. Monitoring Trout catches is an important 
part of our work, with logbooks used to record 
catches since 1992.  The number of logbooks returned 
to us has been steadily declining, making it harder to 
provide an informed assessment of Brown trout and 
Grayling stocks. Logbooks are issued with all season 
tickets and with day tickets in some areas.  We also 
have an online app that you can use on your phone 
using this link (https://arcg.is/Sr0S4) or please scan 
this QR code. 
 

 

 
SPONSOR A SALMON SMOLT IN 2022 

 
Preparations for the 2022 smolt tracking project are well 
underway, with receivers deployed in the main river and 
some presmolts already tagged in early March. 

Any sponsorship amount over £25 is very welcome, and if 
you’d like to follow your ‘own’ dedicated smolt’s 
migration, you can do so for £200. 

Tracking is expensive and time-consuming and so we’d be 
very grateful for the support of as many anglers as 
possible. 

More information about the study, including 
sponshorship opportunities and ways to donate can be 
found at this link: https://arcg.is/1aOPyH Information on 
how to help is also available in the fishing huts. 

There will be a prize at the end of the migration season for 
the donor with the fastest smolt to make it to the estuary! 
Last years winner was Selkirk Angling Club, with their Smolt 
making it to Berwick from Galafoot in just over 24 hours. 

 

First Salmon detected in the Ettrick Water 
Despite the period of low water in March, three 
Salmon are already in the Ettrick Water above Selkirk, 
having been counted through the fish counter at 
Philiphaugh. The first fish was counted on the 4th 
March and measured 84 cm.  
 

 
A Salmon recorded on the 9th March 
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