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River and Burn Minibeast Fascinating Facts 

o Most river and burn minibeasts are herbivores and feed on algae and 
plants 
 

o Some are carnivores and feed on smaller minibeasts. 
 

o Some detritivores and feed on anything in the river that is dead. Whilst 
this is mostly dead plants and leaves it will also include dead animals. 
 

o River and burn minibeasts are eaten by fish so without them there 
would be no fish. 
 

 
 

o Many of the minibeasts in rivers and burns need very clean water to 
survive and will die if the water is polluted. Because of this scientists 
use river and burn minibeasts to test how clean river and burn water is. 
 

o Many of the river and burn minibeasts are types of insect. 
 

o Without fish there would be no fish eating 
animals like Otters, Herons and 
Kingfishers. 
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o As insects they go through a change known as a “metamorphosis” (a 
caterpillar changing into a butterfly is an example of this). 
 

o Many of the river and burn insects live below the water before their 
metamorphosis and above the water after. 
 

o A common type of river and burn insect is the mayfly. Adult mayflies 
only live for a few days and have no mouth. Their scientific name 
“Ephemeroptera” comes from the Greek word “ephemeral” meaning 
short lived. 
 
                                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

o Leeches can be found rivers and burns. 
There are lots of different types of 
leeches. The ones found in the River Tweed 
don’t feed on human blood (most feed on 
small minibeasts and some feed on fish 
blood). 

 

o Mayflies are amongst the most 
ancient type insect still alive today. 
They predate the dinosaurs by about 
100 million years. 

o Mayflies are so primitive that they 
are the only insect still around today 
that has two stages to the adult part 
of its life cycle (known as a sub-imago 
and an imago). 
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o Stoneflies are also a common type of insect found in rivers and burns. 
Some of the biggest and smallest minibeasts in rivers are Stoneflies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o You are very unlikely to get nipped or bitten by river minibeasts. If you 
were in a pond this would not necessarily be the case. 

 

 

 

 

o Some types of caddisfly larvae make 
protective cases out of stones and 
sticks which they stick together with 
silk. Some people put caddis larvae 
into tanks with tiny pieces of gold, 
silver and jewels so that they can use 
the cases they make as jewellery. 

 
o Bloodworms are common in slow sections of 

rivers and burns. Bloodworms are not worms 
(they are a fly larvae) but they do have 
blood. 

o Bloodworm blood is very efficient at 
carrying oxygen which allows bloodworms to 
live in polluted water with very low oxygen 
levels. 
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Minibeasts Quiz 

Name one thing that – 

a herbivore eats…………………………………………………………………………….. 

a carnivore eats……………………………………………………………………………… 

a detritivore eats………………………………………………………………………….. 

How do scientists use minibeasts to learn about pollution in rivers? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What is the change from larva to adult called? Give an example of this. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What is the scientific name for a mayfly and how long do they live? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Mayflies were here a long time before dinosaurs, how many years before? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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What do leeches in the River Tweed feed on? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Which insect makes its protective case out of stones? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What is a bloodworm? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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