Issue 32, May 2021

the River
News from Tweed Fisheries Management: The River Tweed Commission & The Tweed Foundation

‘A spate in May helps the smolts away!’

Fish counter upgrade for the Whiteadder

The Gala Water on the 4 th May

The Whiteadder counter near Chirnside

The regular increases in river levels through
the month of May have helped smolts make
their way down the river. Data from the Gala
smolt trap and the smolts that we tagged this
year show that most fish moved on the 4th and
5 th May, making their migration down to the
lower river below Horncliffe in a single day.
With further rainfall towards the end of the
month pushing water levels up again, most
smolts should have left the river by now and
will be making their way to their feeding
grounds.

With financial support from AhlstromMunksjo, the Whiteadder counter has been
upgraded this month with a new camera
system. The new system provides improved
video clips for species identification by
eliminating turbulence in the counter and a
nitrogen filled cone in the camera housing
increases the clarity of recordings. The first
fish through the new counter on the 19 th May
was a silver Salmon measuring 65 cm (picture
below). The odd Sea Trout is starting to make
an appearance as well.

James Hunt, biologist at The Tweed Foundation
commented :“The regular increases in water levels in May 2021
were very different to 2019 and 2020, which were
dry throughout the smolt migration period. The
results for 2021 will provide a very interesting
comparison in the movements and survival of tagged
Salmon smolts in wet and dry years.”

More questions?

Feedback on this Newsletter, and suggestions for future topics are very welcome
Email: enquiries@rtc.org.uk
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‘Spotting’ Brown trout
Throughout April and May, trout angling
volunteers have continued to send in the
pictures of the Brown trout they catch. The
pictures are stored in a database which records
the spot pattern on the gill cover of each trout
and compares spot patterns between trout,
allowing recaptures to be identified.
Despite being less that two months into the
trout fishing season there have already been
examples of trout being caught on multiple
occasions, including a number of trout that have
been caught twice on the same day.
There have also been several examples of trout
that have been caught and recorded during the
2019 and 2020 seasons and then recaptured
during April and May 2021.
Kenny galt, Trout
commented :-

and

Grayling

Undoubtedly the most interesting recapture to
date came in late April when we received a
picture of a Brown trout caught in the lower Tweed
by boatman Lee Craig. To our surprise it was a fish
that we’d seen first-hand 905 days previously in the
headwaters of the Tweed. It was a male trout
caught at one of our fish traps within a Tweedsmuir
spawning burn in late October 2018. The traps are
used to study trout spawning populations. The
distance (as the river flows) between the spawning
burn from which the trout originated and the
trout’s current location is roughly 62 miles (100km),
meaning this fish undergoes spawning migrations
within the the River Tweed (Lower Tweed to
Tweedsmuir and back) of roughly 124 miles
(200km).

Biologist

“Being able to identify individual Trout using spot
pattern recognition is providing us with new
insights into the recapture rates of Brown trout
and most importantly, it demonstrates the
importance of catch and release for increasing
catches and maintaining the spawning stock.”

The spawning migration undertaken by the Lower Tweed trout

Thank you to Lee and all of the anglers who have
sent in photos.

The trout in the picture was caught at Innerleithen by Fin
Wilson on the 2nd April this year, then recaptured in the
same location by Fraser Patterson on the 19th April.
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