
 

 

Issue 34, July 2021 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More questions?     Feedback on this Newsletter, and suggestions for future topics are very welcome 
Email: enquiries@rtc.org.uk 

News from Tweed Fisheries Management: The River Tweed Commission & The Tweed Foundation 

Please report all captures to the River Tweed 
Commission on: 01896 848294.  If you are 
confident of your ID, Pink Salmon should be 
humanely despatched, retained and the 
Commission contacted. For more advice and 
information on identification: 
https://www.rivertweed.org.uk/news/?p=6515 
 

 
           A female Pink Salmon caught this year 

Return of the Pinks 

Since the June issue of The River, 17 Pink Salmon 
have now been reported to us this year, 11 from 
the netting station at Berwick and 6 by rods 
fishing on the lower and middle river.  The 
furthest upstream capture was from Makerstoun. 
 
Since the first report of a Pink Salmon from the 
Tweed on the 28th June, there have recordings 
from the Forth, North and South Esk, Dee, Don, 
Deveron, Spey, Ness and a number of rivers along 
the North coast of Scotland. More information 
about Pink Salmon, including a map of records for 
2021 can be found at http://fms.scot/we-need-
your-help-information-wanted-on-salmon/ 
 
James Hunt, biologist for The Tweed Foundation 
commented :- 
 
“Based on reports of increased numbers of Pink 
Salmon being caught in rivers in Northern Norway 
in June this year, we were reasonably confident 
that we would again see an invasion of Pink 
Salmon in the U.K. and this has proved to be the 
case.  While there is no evidence yet for their 
ability to breed in Scottish river, the breeding 
populations in Northern Scandandavia continue to 
increase, meaning that the captures of strays in 
European rivers will now become an increasing 
occurrence every two years, matching their two 
year life cycle.”  
 
Thankfully their fry drop out of the river after 
hatching, so there will be no competition with 
juvenile Salmon, but Pink Salmon are still an 
unwelcome addition to the fish community that 
inhabits our river.   

 

Electro-fishing programme underway 

With the continuing low water conditions assisting 
their work, Tweed Foundation staff have been 
busy carrying out their annual monitoring of 
juvenile Salmon and Trout stocks in the tributaries 
of the Tweed. In last couple of weeks we have 
been focussing on the Gala Water, with 
particularly healthy numbers of Salmon fry being 
counted, which ties in with the record number of 
adult Salmon that returned to the Gala in 2020. 

Our attention is now turning to sites randomly 
distributed throughout the catchment as part of an 
ambitious national electro-fishing programme 
which other Boards and Trusts throughout 
Scotland are participating in. 

the River 
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Water temperature 

Through early to mid-July, the mini-heat wave 
throughout the U.K. provided us with a reminder 
that elevated Summer water temperatures are 
becoming more frequent due to climate change.  
Water temperature readings taken in the 
tributaries while we have been out surveying fish 
stocks generally found water temperatures to be 
no higher than 20°c, but higher temperatures were 
detected in the main river at Melrose and Paxton. 
The principle effect of increasing water 
temperature is the reduction of dissolved oxygen, 
with fish becoming stressed between 20-26°c and 
mortality of Salmon and Trout occurs around 27-
28°c. 

Understanding the science 

To improve our understanding of river 
temperature, since 2013 Marine Scotland Science 
has been coordinating research to model the 
factors affecting river temperature, allowing us to 
understand the likely effects of climate change on 
river temperature and predict where tree planting 
could help shade the river, reducing water 
temperature. The Tweed Foundation has a 
network of river temperature data loggers that 
contribute data to this study. More information 
can be found at https://blogs.gov.scot/marine-
scotland/2020/09/18/river-temperature-research/ 

 
Downloading a data logger in the field 

 

Targetted tree planting 

Based on the research assisted by The Tweed 
Foundation, maps are produced identifying areas 
that are most susceptible to elevated 
temperatures and where tree planting could make 
the biggest difference. Work is now starting in 
earnest throughout the catchment in partnership 
with The Tweed Forum. 

Goodbye Kenny! 

 

A picture of Kenny at the start of his job, 
leading fly life training days 

After the recent retirement of Dr Campbell, we 
have another change at The Tweed Foundation, 
with the departure of Kenny Galt to the Galloway 
Fisheries Trust after 16 years of dedicated work as 
the Trout and Grayling Biologist.  With the 
assistance of Trout angling clubs through the 
Tweed Trout and Grayling Initiative, Kenny has 
greatly improved our level of understanding of 
Tweed Trout and Grayling through the running of 
Trout traps in different spawning burns, 
monitoring of Trout and Grayling catches, spot 
pattern recognition to identify individual fish and 
isotope analysis in Trout fry.  Kenny also 
maintained the Tweed temperature monitoring 
network which is guiding tree planting. 

Modest in nature, Kenny is a very good Trout 
fisherman, with exceptional knowledge of where 
and how to catch fish throughout the Tweed. We 
wish Kenny all the best in his new job in Galloway. 

Freshets 

In response to the low water conditions and 
elevated water temperatures, a number of freshet 
releases have been made from Fruid, Talla, 
Baddingsill, West Water, Whiteadder and St 
Mary’s Loch. 
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